CHAPTER VII

ARRIVAL IN  INDIA

BEFORE describing the incidents that immediately followed
Lord Reading's arrival it may be useful to devote a little
time and space to the consideration of the position in India
itself. The two dominant questions of the hour were, first,
the application of the India Act of 1919, embodying what
were known as the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms, which
were themselves a continuation and fulfilment of the earlier
reforms associated with the names of Lords Morley and
Minto; and, secondly, the enforcement or modification of
the Treaty of SSvres. The former was the affair of the
whole of India, while the latter was the question nearest
the heart of the Moslem community. At the moment of
his acceptance of office it is probable that the former loomed
more largely before the eyes of the new Viceroy, and it
was only after he was confronted with the realities of the
situation on the spot that he may have realized the depth
and extent of Moslem disappointment and expectation.

We must take the points in their turn. The Preamble of
the Government of India Act of 1919 proclaimed the inten-
tion to train the people of India to undertake the govern-
ment of their own country. To make this possible a sense
of Indian nationality had to be created, or, in other words,
the political instincts of the people had to be awakened for
the purpose of developing a taste for Government among
them. From immemorial times India had been governed
in numerous fonns and phases. This was to be the first
attempt to discover whether India could govern herself. A
goal was offered, but whether India could reach it or not
within any limited period depended on Indians themselves.
We will not hide our opinion that the result could only be
attained by patience and perseverance, and in the course
of time. To hasten the show of progress unduly, to believe
that a task for which several generations were but too short
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